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A Message from
Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst
I would like to welcome all our readers back for the Fall 2017
edition of “All for One,” and thank you for taking the time
to keep up-to-date with the tireless efforts of the Chicago
Chesed Fund.
As we prepare our Arbah Minim for the joyous times of
Succos, we take a look back at an exciting summer for the
Chicago Chesed Fund, a peek into a typical morning at the
Chicago Chesed Fund, and we set our eyes on the future
for innovative new programs, including the new children’s
initiative, to help Chicago’s Jewish families in need.
Thanks to the help of many generous donors, the summer
shined bright for the Chicago Chesed
Fund and our communities. As in
past years, we opened our annual
school supplies store, where
parents browsed the
wide-ranging selection
of materials and
collected – free of cost –
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many of the necessary items their children will need during
the upcoming school year.
We capped off the summer by hosting our fourth annual
fundraising Labor Day event, which featured hundreds
of Chicago’s devoted community members enjoying a
captivating evening of tasty food and the drawing of our
yearly raffle, when one lucky participant won a new 2017
Tesla Model X!
I hope you enjoy perusing the pages of this newsletter and
express my gratitude for your continued support of the
Chicago Chesed Fund.

Sincerely,

Founder, Chicago Chesed Fund

Celebrations

Children/Babies
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Saving Big on

School Supplies
EVERYONE’S GOT A LIST.
Every parent with a child in grade school
is familiar with the all-important lists. From
mechanical pencils and college-ruled paper to
3-ring binders and composition notebooks, these
crucial checklists forecast the school supplies
each child will need for the upcoming year. While
an essential tool to properly prepare children for
the classroom, many of the materials are often
pricey, and for parents with multiple school-aged
children, costs can quickly skyrocket.

Prior to the school year, the Chicago Chesed Fund
opens its annual school supply store. Parents can scan
two long rows of tables featuring a variety of brandname items and obtain the necessary school supplies
for their children—free of cost. Supplies are arranged
by area of use, creating an organized system that
allows parents to quickly find what they’re looking for.
“As soon as the lists from the different schools are
released, we head to the stores and begin purchasing
supplies,” explains Mrs. Shoshana Moskowitz,
program director and volunteer coordinator at the
Chicago Chesed Fund. “We try to cover the needs of
all of Chicago’s Jewish school children. Our inventory
covers roughly 90-95% of today’s necessary supplies.”
Parents think of the Chicago Chesed Fund family
when they shop for their own children. “The
success of this program can be attributed to the
generous support of our community,” says Mrs.
Moskowitz. “We now assist roughly 250 children from
kindergarten through 12th grade each year, and last
year, raised over $6,000 in school supplies.”

For more information, contact

MRS. SHOSHANA MOSKOWITZ:
847.679.7799 ext 113
ShoshanaM@ChicagoChesedFund.org
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AND THE
WINNER IS…

V

CHIC GO!
A picturesque evening caps off a
thrilling end to a summer of chesed
and delivers a big win for Chicago’s
Jewish communities.
This Labor Day, the Chicago Chesed Fund
hosted its annual event and Tesla raffle to
benefit Chicago’s Jewish families in need.
Roughly 300 guests indulged in a Caspian
Summer evening, featuring MiddleEastern cuisine, live music, and the
much-anticipated Tesla raffle. Powered
by a devoted committee, sponsors and
community members across Chicago, the
event successfully raised awareness—and
vital proceeds—to continue fueling our
wide range of chesed programs.

Congratulations to

WAYGEE HO
of Fresh Meadows, NY
on winning a
2017 Tesla Model X!

Winning ticket purchased on DansDeals
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THANK YOU

for all of your support in helping make this year’s event a resounding success
and allowing us to continue assisting Chicago’s Jewish families in need.

A Madison Commercial Real Estate Services™ Company

Marketing strategies to increase your bottom line.

th

1642 E 10 Street

Brooklyn, NY 111223 (718) 376-3579 ezrasshainllc@yahoo.com

EVENT COMMITTEE
David Berkowitz
Eli Davis
Sruli Getter

Daniel Glenner
David Hartman
Eliyahu Glenner
Avromi Katzenstein
Abraham Gutnicki Meir Katzenstein

Ari Kirshner
Ephraim Krohn
Avi Lev

Shully Lichtman
Shomshon Moskowitz
Tzvi Reifer

Ami Robinson
Archie Shkop
Eli Webster
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Things You Need to Know
about

VOLUNTEERING

E

ver wonder why volunteering at the
Chicago Chesed Fund is so simple?
Meet Shoshana Moskowitz, program
director, volunteer coordinator and social
butterfly, who’s been a valuable member
of the Chicago Chesed Fund family
for the last four years, and who
ensures every one of our services
is running smoothly. We caught
up with Mrs. Moskowitz for
some important facts we
feel everyone should know
about volunteering.
VOLUNTEERING IS
CONTAGIOUS
When someone sees a fellow
community member devoting
their precious time to helping
others, they become inspired to
join in on the chesed. It’s just that
simple. Volunteering not only helps
us service Chicago’s many Jewish
families in need, but provides muchneeded awareness for the Chicago
Chesed Fund and encourages
others to get involved. We recently
received a phone call from a successful
businesswoman, who, after learning
about our vital budgeting program,
asked how we could utilize her 20 years of financial
experience to service the community.

CHESED COMES IN ALL SHAPES AND SIZES
What’s amazing about chesed is that it’s a universal
language, understood and appreciated by everyone. Many
groups and individuals of all ages come to us looking
to give back to the community. From sisterhoods and
Hebrew day schools to congregations and local businesses,
they all have one common goal – a desire to give. Every

6

Thanksgiving, we collaborate with the YU Torah Mitziyon
Kollel of Chicago for a beautiful day of learning and chesed.
After spending the morning learning Torah and enjoying a
tasty breakfast, roughly 150 participants dedicate an hour
of volunteering in the Chicago Chesed Fund warehouse,
stocking shelves, organizing pantries, and more.

YOU HAVE TO SEE IT TO BELIEVE IT
Sometimes you just need to see it to believe it,
which is why we encourage anyone interested in
volunteering or donating to the Chicago Chesed
Fund to come down for a behind-the-scenes
look at the hard work that enables all our
services to run smoothly. On average,
we host 4-5 tours a month that never
cease to amaze our guests. The
sheer number of items astounds
people as they stroll through our
44,000-square-foot warehouse.
We also tailor our tours towards
the interests of each group, from
potential donors and volunteers
seeking to learn more about the
organization, to elementary school
students on a field trip with their
class being taught the importance of
chesed.

SIGN-UP IS EASY
We’ve made it simple to begin
volunteering. Those interested can
contact the Chicago Chesed Fund with
a program they are interested in or
simply to hear about our many available
services. We’ll then have you ready to
go as a crucial member of the Chicago Chesed Fund family.
Potential volunteers can also visit our website to learn more
and sign up.

WE RELY ON VOLUNTEERS TO AID US IN OUR
GREAT WORK FOR KLAL YISROEL.
If you can help, contact Shoshana Moskowitz at
847.679.7799 ext. 113 or
ShoshanaM@ChicagoChesedFund.org or visit
www.ChicagoChesedFund.org/Volunteer.
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Remembering Steve Newman, Z”L
In late July, Chicago lost one of its most honest and caring individuals. Steve
Newman, Z”L, was a respected member of the community and invaluable affiliate of
the Chicago Chesed Fund for over a decade who helped hundreds of families lift the
burden of credit card debt off their shoulders. “Steve was a special person who truly
gave his all to assist those in need,” recalled Shlomo Simon, financial advisor for the
Chicago Chesed Fund. “His assuring voice made people feel at ease. He will forever
be remembered as one of Chicago’s finest.”
“My father always put everyone’s happiness before himself and made sure everyone
was taken care of,” said his daughter, Melissa Newman. “In his business, he not only
helped people with their finances, but truly became their friend through the process.
He was a blessed man who will never and could never be forgotten.”

Bike Donation Program

Thank You Allstate!
The Chicago Chesed Fund would like to extend
a gracious thank you to Irina Tokarskiy and
Allstate for their countless hours of support and
volunteering in our warehouse. Their efforts have
enabled us to receive an Allstate Foundation
Helping Hands in the Community grant that
helped fund many of our existing and upcoming
programs. Over the last two years, they’ve logged
over 100 man hours of volunteer work, helping
with a variety of jobs, including organizing
shelves and other warehouse necessities. It’s this
kind of dedication that speaks volumes to our
organization and the Chicago community.

The success of our bike donation program has
given kids a reason to smile again. With the help
of our generous community members and one
volunteer bicycle repairman, we’ve been able
to turn people’s unwanted bikes into treasures
for Chicago’s families. If a bike is in need of
a few quick fixes, our dedicated repairman
comes to the warehouse and returns the bike to
working condition. “What about a battle-scarred
bike beyond repair?” asks Nachman Bogen,
Administrative Director at the Chicago Chesed
Fund. “The Chicago Chesed Fund will sell the
parts and use the money to help fund other vital
community programs. Either way, donating is a
win-win for the community.”

TO DONATE A BIKE TODAY
and help brighten the lives of Chicago’s families in
need, contact Sora Dunst at 847-679-7799 x105
or SDunst@ChicagoChesedFund.org
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Kindness starts with

YOUTH

Join our all new parent-child initiative and
experience a unique hands-on chesed program.

1

2

Parents and children shop
for necessary pantry items

3

Stock the shelves of our
invaluable food pantry

Make Tzedakah a tangible
and meaningful experience

For more information about this new program,
visit ChicagoChesedFund.org/ChildrensInitiative or contact

Tzvi Reifer

Shoshana Moskowitz

845-213-9612

ShoshanaM@ChicagoChesedFund.org

A MESSAGE FROM

Howard Rieger - President, JCCWRP
Recently, I had the opportunity to tour the Chicago
Chesed Fund facility in Lincolnwood. I knew that the
Chicago Chesed Fund was a non-profit organization
that helps families in crisis throughout the greater
Chicago Jewish community. What I didn’t know was
that when driving down Ridgeway Avenue between
Touhy and Lunt you will find their 44,000-squarefoot facility stocked with food, clothing, baby
equipment, toys, furniture, tools, and appliances,
as well as access to financial support and an array
of services, all in an environment that maintains the
privacy and dignity of those in need.
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We’d love to give you a
personal tour of our facility!
See firsthand how we run our
44,000-square-foot facility and
how we deliver constant chesed
to our community.

TO SCHEDULE A
TOUR, CONTACT
Shoshana Moskowitz
847.679.7799 ext. 113
ShoshanaM@ChicagoChesedFund.org
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Tips to

Save
$
This Winter

From cranking up the heat to buying expensive cold gear, winter bills can quickly
pile up. Here are a few tips to help your body and wallet survive this winter.

Take Advantage
of Ceiling Fans

Adjust Your Thermometer
At Night

Did you know ceiling fans can
spin the other way? Strategically
achieve better airflow by
rotating ceiling fans clockwise,
which will trap heat inside, as
opposed to pushing the hot air
up. Turn your ceiling fan on a
low setting to gently push hot
air back down.

According to the U.S.
Department of Energy, you
can save about 10 percent
per year on your heating bills
by turning your thermostat
down 10 to 15 degrees for
eight hours. Consider a
programmable thermostat to
help keep a closer watch.

Check For Drafts

Humidify

The DOE estimates that you
can save as much as 30% on
your energy bill by simply
reducing drafts. Cover
up and insulate any areas
where heat can escape,
including leaks around your
doors, windows, plumbing,
cabinets, electrical sockets
and other potential outlets.

Utilizing a humidifier
is a smart way to cut
unnecessary winter
costs. A humidifier will
add moisture to the air,
which will make the air
feel warmer, as well as
cause the air to hold
heat more effectively.

SECOND TIME AROUND
SCHEDULE
Close Off Rooms
Not In Use
Identify any rooms in your
home that are not frequently
used. Close off all the vents
inside and shut the doors
behind you. The temperature
of the room will drastically
drop, but you’ll be saving
money by no longer heating
an idle room.

Seal Windows
According to one energy
expert, windows account for
25% of heat loss in homes.
Cover your windows and sliding
patio doors with inexpensive
(around $6 for 62 x 84 inches)
plastic film. The transparent
film is barely noticeable, easy
to apply and can further reduce
your heating bill.

OCTOBER
Monday, October 16
West Rogers Park
(North and South of Pratt)
Monday, October 23
Peterson Park &
Lincolnwood
Monday, October 30
Skokie & Evanston

NOVEMBER
Monday, November 6
North of Pratt
Monday, November 13
South of Pratt
Monday, November 20
Peterson Park & Lincolnwood
Monday, November 27
Skokie & Evanston

To participate, email
SecondTimeAround@ChicagoChesedFund.org
with your name, address and phone number by
Friday noon before your pickup day.
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A Morningat the
CHICAGO CHESED FUND
!

7:45am

We receive an emergency call from a
single mother whose electricity has been
cut off. We immediately contact ComEd,
then follow up with the single mother
every 30 minutes until power is restored.

8:45am

10:45am
A family visits our clothing
gemach and picks up
Shabbos clothing for three
teenage sons.

A Second Time Around
truck drives around town
collecting donated clothing.

9:00am

!

We receive an email from
a volunteer with the latest
food sales to help stock the
food warehouse.

A new freight of
groceries for our
food warehouse
is delivered.

9:05am

Our Bright Futures Program
refers a recommended mental
health professional to a child
in need of counseling.

9:10am

A second truck
pulls out to pick up
furniture donations.

10:15am

10:00am

!

Our Financial Assistance
Division assists a parent
in danger of having his
family evicted from their
home that evening.

10

Job Link helps a community
member create a resume and
send it to potential employers.

Our Government Assistance
Division helps a parent fill out
and submit SNAP and LIHEAP
applications.

9:45am

ure

9:19am

We accept a car
donation from a
community member.

10:05am

A shipment of school
supplies arrives at the
warehouse.

9:15am

10:34am

Volunteers stock and
organize the food
warehouse for a new
children’s initiative.

los
Forc

9:30am
Our staff unpacks and
arranges a shipment of
suits, belts, shoes and
maternity clothes for
the clothing gemach.

Kindness starts with

YOUTH
»

»
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Travel through a typical action-packed morning at the
Chicago Chesed Fund and see just how much goes into helping
our community—all from our 44,000 square-foot facility.

11:05am
Job Link refers suitable
applicants to a company
searching for full-time
employees.

1:00pm
A family “shops” our free
food warehouse and picks
up groceries for the month.

Local third graders tour our
entire warehouse, seeing a
behind-the-scenes look at
daily chesed.

11:25am

Our Medical Assistance
Division negotiates a woman’s
fertility treatment expenses.

12:58pm
Our Education
Assistance Division
helps three children
in need go to
summer camp.

11:30am

!

We are notified that the
electric company has
restored power to the
single mother’s home.

11:40am
A family visits our furniture
gemach before hours to
accommodate their hectic
schedule.

11:56am

We promptly send a
technician to fix a family’s
broken air conditioner.

!

12:38pm

Our financial advisor
negotiates a local family’s
credit card debt, then
uses our interest-free loan
program to completely
eradicate the debt.

12:10pm

12:17pm
Volunteers prepare
challah and vegetables
for families in need.

12:52pm

Volunteers help
move boxes and
organize pantries
in the warehouse.

12:29pm
Clothes, bibs and
toys are donated to
a new mother.

!
12:25pm
Mazel Tov! A couple
set up by Simcha Link
gets engaged!
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Your Support Fuels Better Lives
We serve all local clients who qualify on a needs-based basis. Programs may be limited in accordance with the amount of funds available.

Celebrations
We put the “simcha” in joyous
occasions by helping families
in need celebrate every Jewish
milestone.
“Simcha Link” Matchmaking
Dating Coaching
Out-of-Town Matchmakers
Wedding dresses, mother of
the bride, bridesmaids and
maternity gowns
Bridal Shower Gifts
Bar Mitzvah Expenses
“Simcha Lend” Table
& Chair Rental
Tefillin Sponsorships

Children and Babies’
We offer formula, diapers,
baby clothing and accessories,
strollers, high chairs, car seats
and more. We also offer nursing
pillows and pumps for new
mothers.
Baby Clothes
Baby Equipment
Nursing Pillows & Pumps
Toys
Sports Equipment

Clothing
We offer new and gently used

clothing, shoes and accessories
for men, women, children and
expectant mothers.
Free Clothing and Shoe Store
Robe, Hosiery and Belt
Distribution
Shoe, Dress & Suit Vouchers
Clothing Pick-Ups
Maternity Clothing

Education
We help ensure that Jewish
children receive the Jewish
education – and recreation –
they deserve.
Education Expenses
At-Risk Youth Program
School Supplies
School Books
Camp Expenses

Financial Assistance
Crises come in many forms,
often with a swiftness that
can change a family’s financial
picture in an instant. When a
crisis strikes and bills need to
be paid, we provide assistance
to prevent the situation from
spiraling out of control.
Eviction Prevention
Utilities Assistance
Credit Card Bail-Out
Emergency Loan Fund
Monthly Financial Aid
Single Mothers Assistance
Mortgage Assistance
Interest-Free Loans
Car Repair Payments
Car Distribution
Weatherization/CEDA Assistance

Food Programs
Our hunger-relief program often
means the difference between a

family having enough to eat and
doing without sufficient nutrition.
We help hundreds of Jewish
families throughout Chicago feed
their children with dignity.
Food Pantry
Produce Distribution
Challah for Shabbos
Food Co-Op
SNAP Application &
Qualification Assistance
Food Vouchers
Emergency Food Distribution
“Shearis Ha’plate” (post event
food pick-ups)

Holiday Assistance
There are many local families who
can’t afford to buy gifts for their
children for Chanukah, matzah
and wine for Passover, or even a
new shirt or pair of shoes for Rosh
Hashana. We give families in need
something to celebrate by offering
assistance for the Jewish holidays.
Holiday Food Packages
Holiday Essentials Supplies
Holiday Clothing
Financial Assistance
Chanukah Gifts
Purim Costumes

Household Assistance
We help families live better – and
maintain their self-respect – by
offering thousands of household
items, all free of charge.
Furniture Pick-Ups & Drop-Offs
Houseware Pick-Ups & Drop-Offs
Linen Department
Furniture Warehouse
Home Repair Expenses
Toiletries
Appliances
Housewares
Air Mattress Lend

Job Assistance
Once we help a family in crisis
address their immediate needs,
we work to set them on the road
to financial independence.
Job Link (Job Counseling,
Placement & Training)
Resumé Help
Financial Counseling
Debt Settlement Program
Government Assistance
Medicaid & SNAP applications,
questions, and follow up
LIHEAP (utility assistance)
program applications
Share the Warmth (People’s
Gas grant-matching) program
ComEd Special Residential
Hardship program
Resource Division

Medical Assistance
Medical care is something no
family – regardless of income level
– can afford to be without. We
help ensure families have access
to quality medical care, as well as
medical equipment and supplies
to stay healthy.
Medical Expenses
Fertility Treatment Expenses
Medical Supplies
Personal Hygiene Products

Mental Health
We have researched and
developed a new mental health
referral network system to benefit
people of all ages by providing
referrals for mental health and
habilitative evaluations, testing,
medication, and therapies.
“Bright Futures” Mental Health
Program
Referral Network

BottomLineMG.com

No matter what the
need, the Chicago
Chesed Fund is at
hand, available
’round the clock with
nearly every type of
assistance imaginable...
and then some!

Visit our new website at ChicagoChesedFund.org to learn
more about our many chesed programs and ways to participate.
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