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A Message from
Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst
Dear Friends,
What an exciting season it’s been! As we begin preparing
for the Yomim Noraim, we take a look back at an incredible
summer for the Chicago Chesed Fund and some of the
programs that comprise our unique organization.
Thanks to the help of many generous donors, the
summer brought tremendous waves of success to the
Chicago Chesed Fund and our community.
We reopened our school supplies “store,” allowing parents
to browse and select from a wide variety of completely
subsidized merchandise. These items were donated
by members of the community and helps provide the
materials every student needs at the start of a new year.
But chesed starts from childhood, so we encouraged local
kids to get involved through various fun activities, like
bake-sales and lemonade stands, to raise funds for our
organization. Finally, Labor Day came with a bang: We held
our fourth annual raffle, and one lucky winner drove home
in a brand-new Tesla.

While we are constantly working to improve our
efforts to provide assistance with dignity, it is you,
the selfless and compassionate individuals of our
community, who can help us really make a difference.

Now, as we prepare for the auspicious days of the Yomim
Noraim, we turn to our community members and dedicated
volunteers in order to continue our tireless pursuits.
Chicago is a flourishing home to Jewish families but
unfortunately, many are in dire need of our help. While
we are constantly working to improve our efforts to
provide assistance with dignity, it is you, the selfless and
compassionate individuals of our community, who can help
us really make a difference.
This issue peeks into some of our unique programs and
values of the Chicago Chesed Fund. And this is only the
beginning. More exciting events are on the horizon and we
look forward to your involvement.
In the merit of your generosity, may Hashem grant you and
your family a year of bracha, hatzlacha and much nachas.
Sincerely,

Founder, Chicago Chesed Fund
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lease remember the Chicago Chesed Fund in
your Wills and Bequests. For further information
contact Rabbi Fuerst at (847) 679-7799 x 101 or
RabbiFuerst@ChicagoChesedFund.org.
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Making

Shidduchim

L

ONE DAF AT A TIME

ast Tu B’shvat, the exciting Shas for Shidduchim campaign saw
hundreds of community members unite to complete Shas, offering
the merit of helping singles find their zivugim.

The national campaign was yet
another successful initiative of the
Chicago Chesed Fund. It provided
individuals an opportunity to sponsor
a daf or mesechta for the merit of
finding a shidduch for themselves,
friends, or family members. All
proceeds were donated exclusively
to the Chicago Chesed Fund for the
mitzvah of hachnosas kallah.

Now, half a year later, the positive
responses continue to roll in.
“Shas for Shidduchim was a great
Kiddush Hashem, as many hundreds
of people joined together for a
single task of Limud HaTorah,”
remarked Chicagoan Reuven Levitin.
“I am honored to have been able to
participate.”

“Shas for Shidduchim was a great Kiddush Hashem, as many hundreds
of people joined together for a single task of Limud HaTorah.”
But it wasn’t just about the money.
Shas for Shidduchim represents
a completely new way of giving–
supporting others through Limud
Torah. From Tuesday to Wednesday
evening, approximately 500 people,
representing states across the country,
flocked to the Veitzener Cheder
Yeshiva Ohr Boruch building and
completed shas in just 24 hours.
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In the months since Tu B’Shavat, our
community has celebrated dozens of
simchas, including the engagements
of two of Mr. Levitin’s two daughters.
“Who knows if Shas For Shidduchim
wasn’t the zechus most responsible,”
Mr. Levitin commented. “Kudos to
Rabbi Fuerst for putting this whole
program together!”

Shas for Shidduchim has generated a
tremendous amount of simchas and
continues to receive ongoing positive
feedback. Shas for Shidduchim 2019,
here we come!
For more information or to become
involved in this initiative, contact
the Chicago Chesed Fund at
(847) 679-7799.
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Chessed starts at

Childhood
An interview with the esteemed educator,

Rabbi Meir Shapiro
We sat down with
Rabbi Meir Shapiro, Principal
Emeritus of Arie Crown, to
hear his unique perspective.

O

ne of the most outstanding characteristics of Am Yisroel is the value
of chesed. In fact, an underlying credo, as stated in Pirkei Avos, is
”. –”על שלשה דברים העולם עומד על התורה ועל העבודה ועל גמילות חסדיםThe world
survives on three things: on the study of Torah, on service to HaShem and on
acts of kindness. As such, it is important that we instill these values in our children.

1. How do we encourage
a love for chesed?
My Rebbi, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, זצ”ל, always
stressed that we inspire a love for chesed. For instance,
we should be extra careful to greet each meshulach
with a smile, offering a seat, a drink or perhaps a bite
to eat. We should always be willing to help friends
and/or neighbors with small chores and offer a
seat to adults and the elderly, etc. When we
exhibit joy and compassion in doing these
acts of chesed, our children will follow suit.

“

We teach empathy through recognition
and discussion of ongoing events
in our family, our immediate
communities and other communities,
without judgment or criticism.

”
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2. How can we teach children to relate
to people different from themselves
or of different backgrounds?

4. How do we teach children to
maintain a balance between giving
to self and to others?

We teach empathy through recognition and discussion of
ongoing events in our family, our immediate communities
and other communities, without judgment or criticism. We
should introduce and discuss the customs, traditions, and
dress of Jews throughout the world and throughout history,
and invite adherents of those customs to visit and tell
children about their history and culture.

No child should ever feel forced to give tzedakah or do an act
of chesed. If the child is difficult he/she should be encouraged,
not forced; even a forced apology from a toddler is relatively
meaningless. Instead, we should draw attention to the feelings
and needs of the hurt party. Also, one should recognize the
reluctance of the child to give or share and allow time for him
to express and give thought to his feelings. Again, depending
on his age, your sensitivity to his needs and wants helps him to
develop sensitivity to others.

3. What role should a
school have
in fostering chesed?

No child should ever feel
forced to give tzedakah
or do an act of chesed.

Since children spend most
of their day in school, the
Rabbeim, Moros and classroom
environment are very important in
shaping the character and values
of the students. A school should
implement various programs to
encourage a love of chesed.
Examples include: tzedakah/
tefillah drives to address local
or global events; sharing stories
from Tanach and Gemarah which
focus on acts of chesed; and roleplaying scenarios in the classroom
which reflect daily interactions, both
at home and at school.

Practical Tips
from R’ Shapiro
The following ideas should be utilized
in an age-appropriate manner:
a. Give children pennies to bring to
school for tzedakah.
b. Add an extra cookie or snack with
their lunch to give to another child
who may not have brought one.

(If that is against school policy, have
your child donate a box of crackers or
snack to the class for such occasions.)
c. Give them the words to show
empathy when a classmate or
playmate is sad or hurt, e.g. “I am
sorry you hurt yourself;” “Can I help
you with that project?”; “Let’s play a
quiet game together. “
d. Discuss with them things that are
ongoing in our community and what
our responsibility and response
should be.

e. Encourage children to give
tzedakah money in experiential
ways, e.g. purchasing items with
collected monies such as food,
books or toys, etc., and then going
to deliver items to food banks or
to hospitals.
f. Encourage participation in bikea-thons or activities to generate
tzedakah.
g. Help children select items of
clothing to donate or pack up to
ship to Eretz Yisroel.

5

CCF Fall 2018 Newsletter, 8-15-18.indd 5

9/4/2018 12:41:23 PM

F
No Food Left

Behind
H

ere’s some food for thought (pun intended):
approximately 40% of the food produced
each year gets thrown out, but unfortunately
1 out of every 6 Americans still goes hungry.
The good news, though, is that while wasted food
represents a serious concern, it also opens up exciting
chesed opportunities. Enter Mordy and Estie Spero, a
husband-wife team dedicated to diverting excess food
to the hungry.
As the grandson of a Holocaust survivor, Mr. Spero is
passionate about ending the cycle of food waste. “I knew
caterers who didn’t want to throw away food, and I knew
people who needed it. It’s a win-win for both sides,” he
explained.
Thus, “Shearis HaPlate” was born. A division of the
Chicago Chesed Fund, the program collects kosher food
left over from parties and events and distributes it to
families, simchos, and organizations that could use it.
While the amount of food collected varies from week
to week, Mrs. Spero, Program Director, calculates that
Shearis HaPlate averages 80 pickups a month.

6

“I knew caterers who didn’t want to
throw away food and I knew people who
needed it. It’s a win-win for both sides,”
“We typically help between 25 and 30 families a week and
have supplemented over 100 simchos in the past year,” she
estimates.
Aviva Applebaum, a Chicago-based event planner, contacts
Shearis HaPlate whenever there is extra food at her
parties. Together with her staff, they wrap up whatever they
can and bring a carful of food over to the Speros’ home.
“It is such a privilege to be able to go to the ba’alei simcha
at the end of their event and tell them that we have a place
to donate their extra food,” she says. “The hosts always
enjoy the fact that their simcha can continue by helping
people in the community with extra meals.”
Shearis HaPlate continues to generate a high payoff and
hopes their vigorous efforts will help make Chicago a
hunger-free zone.
If you or someone you know could either benefit from or
donate to this program, please call or text (312) 515-5335.
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Share a
Simcha

T

he true beauty of a simcha is that
sharing it can only enhance it. And so,
the time surrounding such an event
provides the perfect opportunity to spread the joy and
create an everlasting impact by giving to others.
But for some, the financial strain associated with making
simchas, like a Bar Mitzvah, becomes another source of
stress. Even once the hall or shul is booked and all the food
is paid for, numerous smaller costs still remain unaccounted
for. And these “small” costs can quickly spiral out of control.
The “Bar Mitzvah Program” was instituted a little over a
year ago by the extended Maryles and Kirshner families in
loving memory of their grandson and nephew, Reuven z”l.

that Mrs. Annie Maryles, Reuven’s grandmother, reached
out to Rabbi Yossi Fuerst to spread the idea and enable
other Bar Mitzvah boys to benefit in the same way.
And so, it began. Rabbi Fuerst immediately got on board
and started matching up those in need of
assistance with those who can give during
their own time of simcha. In order to maintain
dignity, the program upholds the utmost level of
discretion and sensitivity.

Even once the hall or shul is booked and all the
food is paid for, numerous smaller costs still
remain unaccounted for. And these “small”
costs can quickly spiral out of control.
In order to honor Reuven’s memory, and commemorate
what would have been his Bar Mitzvah Shabbos, the
families put together enough money to purchase Bar
Mitzvah clothes for another boy for whom a cost like this
would have been prohibitive.
The Bar Mitzvah boy received an anonymous $500 gift
certificate to the Hat Box to purchase anything he wanted
or needed for his special day, along with a note explaining
the gift. The family was so touched by this gesture

“We have absolutely no idea who the child or
family is,” Mrs. Maryles says. “The program
keeps it anonymous on both ends.”

As more and more simchas are being celebrated each day,
the Bar Mitzvah Program is flourishing and proving that
there are, in fact, no confines when it comes to simcha.

If you have an idea or project that you would like brought
to life, please contact Rabbi Yossi Fuerst at (847) 679-7799
x 101 or RabbiFuerst@ChicagoChesedFund.org.
Tizku L’Mitzvos!
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Utility
Scams

Everything You Need
to Protect Yourself

I

t’s 2018 and the Golden Age for scammers is
upon us. No one is immune. No industry is safe.
From tax scams to digital scams, fraudsters
use the ever-changing world of technology to their
advantage. And when it comes to utility scams,
it’s no different.

8

But, of course, the more you stay informed, the
better you can protect yourself. The Department of
Business Affairs and Consumer Protection sketched
out some of the most important things to be aware
of when it comes to utility scams.
Here’s the Low-Down:
Some gas suppliers and electrical companies send
sale agents pretending to be from your authorized
utility company. They go door-to-door, mail
advertisements, and make cold calls promising
to lower costs without making it necessary for
you to change your provider. At times, these
agents request to see your current bill to help you
compare rates. But what they are really after is
your utility account number to switch you to their
supplier without your knowledge.

Knowledge is power. Be sure to stay
aware and updated on the laws.
Trust your gut. If something doesn’t
feel right, chances are it isn’t.
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Protect Yourself!
The Department of Business Affairs and Consumer
Protection advises consumers to take the following
precautions:
1. When you encounter such agents, ask if their rate is
variable or fixed. A variable rate will jump to a higher
one after the introductory period ends. So, even if
your initial bill is less, it may later spike.
2. Don’t allow them to compare prices for you.
The easiest way to compare prices is to visit
www.CitizensUtilityBoard.org, a website which
includes a comprehensive list of electricity and gas
proposals. Another tool is CUBPowerCalculator.com,
which compares your current utility price with any
alternatives.

Watch Your Mail and
Say No to Rising APRs

S

ometimes, being an educated consumer
means no more than paying close attention
to your inbox.
Recently, cardholders – many of whom have
perfect credit, no debt, and no late payment –
have been reporting exorbitantly high interest
rate increases of up to a 29.9% Annual Percentage
Rate. A recent article by personal finance advisor,
David Weliver, on ‘Money Under 30,’ a personal
finance site, lays it all out.
Weliver explains that many cards raise interest
rates even for consumers in good standing.
However, legally, a credit card company must
notify you of any changes to your account,
including interest rate increases, by mail (or email,
if you consented to receive legal notices online).
The only exception to this rule is for late payments
or going over your credit limit.
So, be sure to keep a close watch on your mailbox,
and if your card raises your APR for anything other
than a late payment, call immediately to opt out.
Once you do this, you can pay off your card’s
balance at the lower APR. Your card will close
when the debt is paid off or when it expires.
If you don’t have a balance on your card, you don’t
necessarily have to opt out. Weliver suggests
trying to negotiate with your credit card company
by comparing other card offers. If that fails, try
closing down your account and opening another
with a lower APR.

3. Know the laws! It is well within your right to cancel a
contract any time within 10 business days. By law, the
supplier cannot charge an early termination fee during
this time. After that, the maximum penalty is $50.
4. Additionally, under Illinois law, you have the right to
choose which company supplies your electricity or
gas. It’s important to bear in mind that, according to
Department of Business Affairs’ research, switching
companies will usually cost you more in the long run.
Remember, knowledge is power. Be sure to stay aware
and updated on the laws. And trust your gut. If something
doesn’t feel right, chances are it isn’t.
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Drafting a
Professional Email:
The Do’s and Don’ts
Since email is so often used for personal
and informal purposes, writing a
professional email can be challenging
and confusing. But it doesn’t have
to be. If you need to write an email
to a business contact, boss, teacher,
government agency, or any other
recipient requiring formality, follow these
simple guidelines to meet expectations
for style, tone, and formatting.

10
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this exciting opportunity.

9

time
Thank you in advance for your
Sincerely,

and consideration.

10

Jane Doe
xxx-xxx-xxxx
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1.

Use a professional email address,
not a username or nickname.

2.

Keep your subject line simple and to the
point to ensure that it’s not overlooked.

3.

Using your recipient’s name is always
preferred. If unknown, you can use a
salutation like “Dear Sir/Madam” or
“To whom it may concern.”

4.

Keep things professional with a legible
point size and conservative font like
Calibri or Ariel. Avoid decorative fonts like
Comic Sans or Old English, special styles
like italics, highlighting, colored text,
or ALL CAPS.

Job Link:
A Closer Look

For over 20 years,
Chicago Chesed
Fund has provided
a platform for
both job-seekers
and employers to
receive work-related
assistance.

Through one-on-one meetings, Job Link helps
identify each client’s skills, abilities, and goals, and
provides practical support and encouragement
through every step of the job-search process. In
addition, Job Link helps employers fill job openings
by connecting them with suitable candidates.
Job Link helps clients through a myriad of services:

5.

Introduce yourself in the first paragraph
if there is no prior relationship.

Resume creation or revision of both content
and structure

6.

Be sure to include any necessary
attachments and make mention of them
in the body of your email.

Interview preparation

7.

Leave a line between paragraphs to
make your message clear and organized.

8.

Use formal language. Avoid slang,
unnecessary contractions, jokes, emojis,
and abbreviations.

9.

Adding a P.S. at the very end of an email is
okay. However, it’s best to incorporate the
information in the body of the email.

Effective job-search strategies and networking tips
Guidance on job-related matters, including how to
best negotiate job offers
Ongoing support even after a candidate has been
successfully placed
To learn more, contact Job Link at 773-866-1111
or info@joblinkchicago.org

10. End your email properly with “sincerely,”
“yours cordially,” “respectfully,” or “best,”.
Follow up with your name, job title
(if applicable) and contact information.
Getting ready to send?
Ask yourself the following:
• Have I attached all necessary components?
Double check to make sure that all PDFs,
links, or any other materials are included
and easily accessible to your recipient.
• Have I proofread my email for content,
spelling, and grammar? Always make sure
to keep your message clear and to the point.
Finally (and most importantly!), proofread
and review your email before sending it.
• Does my email contain any sensitive
information like passwords, account
numbers, or confidential information?
Protect yourself from potential hackers
and leave out any sensitive information.

CCF Fall 2018 Newsletter, 8-15-18.indd 11

11

9/4/2018 12:41:33 PM

Non-Profit Org.
US Postage

PAID
Permit #70
Monsey, NY

7045 N. Ridgeway
Lincolnwood, IL 60712
Phone: 847.679.7799

·

Raffle ·

··

····

··

··

··

Annua

l··

4

th

WE HAVE A WINNER!

The entire Chicago Chesed Fund would like to extend a special thank you for participating in
this year’s Tesla Raffle. Your support will enable us to help thousands of Chicago’s Jewish families
receive immediate, individualized attention for their every need – all at no cost.
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BottomLineMG.com

Congratulations to DAVID HARTMAN
from LINCOLNWOOD, IL
on winning the Tesla Raffle!
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