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A Message From 
Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst

Dear Friend,

As the year comes to a close, I reflect on the tremendous 
success we’ve had here at Chicago Chesed Fund, B”H. 

From a national Shas for Shidduchim campaign, to donation 
pickups – every new initiative exists solely to support our 
Chicago brethren. Our last triumph is no exception. Thanks 
to all our dedicated staff, the Tesla raffle was a major 
win – we completely and totally sold out! Because of your 
support, we are so much closer to ensuring a hunger-free 
Chicago and a brighter future for our community. 

Every end is a new beginning. And this year at Chicago 
Chesed Fund, we’ve been working around the clock - 
not only to introduce new initiatives, but to revamp and 
cultivate the programs that have been running since our 
inception.  As we wrap up 2018, we look forward to IY”H 
servicing the community via our new and improved Second 
Time Around program. 

As an organization, we strive higher each day 
– not only to assist the greater community 
through large-scale programming, but to service 
each community member individually, with the 
care and attention they deserve. 

The following page details the vast scope of our operations, 
because at the end of the day, a chesed organization is not 
just a grand undertaking, it’s a very meticulously detailed one. 

Remember, donations come in many forms – from volunteer 
assistance to monetary support – there are endless ways 
for you to take part in our mission. Thank you for your 
continued support. 

In the merit of your generosity, may Hashem grant you and 
your family a year of bracha, hatzlacha and much nachas. 

Sincerely,

Rabbi Shmuel Fuerst,  
Founder of Chicago Chesed Fund

Chicago Chesed Fund is now  

accepting mileage donations! Contact  

Info@ChicagoChesedFund.org  
for more information.

Servicing a community is 
not just a big job; it’s a small 
one too. And when it comes 

to both big projects and tiny 
details, there's only one place to turn: 

Chicago Chesed Fund.   

Air Mattress Gemach · Appliances · At-Risk Youth Program · Baby Clothes 

· Baby Equipment · Baby Supplies · Bar Mitzvah Expenses · Bridal Shower 

Gifts · Bridesmaids Gowns · Bright Futures Mental Health Referral Network · 

Camp Expenses · Car Distribution Program · Car Repair Payments · Challah 

Distribution · Chanukah Gifts · Clothing and Accessories · Credit Card Debt 

Program · Dating Coaching · Dating Resume Help · Debt Settlement Program 

· Donation Pick-Ups · Education Expenses · Emergency Food Distribution 

· Event Food Pick-Ups · Eviction Prevention Program · Fertility Treatment 

Expenses · Financial Counseling · Food Co-Op · Food Pantry (including 

gluten free, diabetic, dietetic) · Food Vouchers · Furniture Pick-Ups · Furniture 

Warehouse · Government Assistance · Holiday Clothing Distribution · 

Holiday Food · Holiday Supplies · Home Repair Expenses · Housewares Pick-

Ups · Housewares · Interest-Free Loans · Job Counseling · Job Interview 

Training · Job Placement · Job Resume Help · Legal Fee Assistance · Linen 

· Matchmaking Service · Maternity Clothes · Maternity Gowns · Medical 

Expenses · Medical Supplies · Monthly Financial Assistance · Mortgage 

Assistance · Produce Distribution · Purim Costumes · School Books · School 

Supplies · Sefarim · Shoes · Single Mothers Assistance · Sports · Suitcases 

(Borrow or Keep) · Sukkah Gemach · Table & Chair Gemach · Toiletry & 

Women’s Hygiene · Tool Gemach · Toys and Games · Utilities Assistance 

Program · Wedding Gowns · Wedding Expenses

*Services are offered to those who qualify on a needs-based basis. 
*Programs may be limited according to the amount of funds available. 32 ALL FOR ONE: Winter 2019 // ChicagoChesedFund.org



It’s nice to be nice. It’s as simple as that. The co-worker 
who wishes you “Good morning” with a smile, and the 
friend who mails you a birthday card – they make a 
difference, don’t they?

And while we’re often touched by the kind acts of 
others, we should take that opportunity to remind 
ourselves that we can do that too. We can brighten 
someone’s day with more ease than we know. We 
tend to think of chesed as large sweeping gestures of 
heroism, but often, it’s the littlest things that spread 
the most light.

In many ways, Chanukah is the Yom Tov that represents 
the little things. We still go to work and pay our bills, 
but during the cold, dark winters, those little lights in 
our windows twinkle to remind us that we can elevate 
the mundane. 

The Greeks weren’t opposed to the Jews’ inherent 
spirituality. They forbade mitzvos like Bris Milah and 

Rosh Chodesh, because they opposed our acts and 
“rituals.”  But we don’t believe that our actions are 
mere rituals. 

We believe in our power to effect genuine, tangible 
change – in ourselves and for others – through our 
actions. It is our so-called “rituals” that translate our 
philosophies into solidified beliefs and shape the very 
core of who we are. And it is our actions – both big 
and small – that connect our mundane selves to our 
spiritual selves. 

Remember: at the end of the day, there is no act of 
chesed too small, and there is just no telling how much 
one gesture of kindness will accomplish.

No matter your life circumstance, you have something 
to share. It’s not always money, and it’s not always 
time. Sometimes it’s the tiniest gesture, perhaps in the 
form of a supportive smile or a validating word, that 
can illuminate the dark and emanate light. 

CHESED THROUGH EVERYDAY ACTIONS

Compliment a stranger
We all remember a thoughtful compliment – 
why not share the gift?

Fill someone’s parking meter
Are you really going to miss that extra quarter?

Write an actual, handwritten note
Sure, texts are convenient. But there’s something so 
meaningful about a card – it says, “I took the time out of 
my busy day to mail this.”

Tip a little more generously
No need to go overboard. But if you can afford to give an 
extra couple of dollars, it will make your server’s day. 

Offer someone a ride
After a long day, this can sometimes feel like the 
ultimate sacrifice and it’s not always realistic. But if 
it is, this door-to-door service can be a huge help. 

Cook dinner for a family in need
This might seem intimidating. But rather than 
prepping a fancy three-course meal, double what 
you’re already making for your own family. 

Offer to pick up groceries for a 
neighbor if you’re going anyway
A quick text, “heading to Jewel, do u need anything?” 
can be simple on your end, and life-saving on theirs. 

Take the time to listen
Make the extra effort to be engaged – make eye 
contact, stay off your phone, and really listen. 

Here are some simple ways you can elevate 
your day, and make someone else’s:

THANK
YOU!

the 

Spread
Light

You’re 
Awesome!
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Take a look at where we’ve been 
and what we’ve done! 

We've had quite  
a year here at  
Chicago Chesed Fund. 

Shas for Shidduchim

RIDEtoPROVIDE

Coming Soon! Sunday,  
May 12, 2019

Tesla Raffle

Thank you to our incredible volunteers!

SHAS FOR

NATIONAL CAMPAIGN

SHIDDUCHIM
2,711 BLATT  |   TU B’SHVAT  |   1 DAY
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The sheer number of causes 
deserving of support can seem 
overwhelming. When it comes to 
tzedaka, it’s hard to know where to 
begin.  Who do I give to first? How 
should I split up the money?

Fortunately, the Torah provides a 
comprehensive set of guidelines.  We 
turn to Rabbi Moshe Kaufman, Moreh 
Horaah of Midwest Beis Horaah, who 
explains the Shulchan Aruch’s (Hilchos 
Tzedaka YD Siman 251) guidelines for 
us, below.  

1. Your first responsibility should be 
to yourself and family members 
who live at home. A person 
should only give to others after 
he has taken care of himself and 
his household members. (R’ 
Moshe YD 2:75). In fact, it’s never 
an act of piety to give to the poor 
at the expense of your own family 
(R’ Moshe YD 2:113).

2. Your next priority is your parents, 
followed by married children, 
siblings, and then other relatives. 

3. Many poskim, however, rule 
that we shouldn’t give all of our 
tzedaka money to one person 
or even to numerous relatives. 

In fact, the Chasam Sofer cites 
a Mishna which states that one 
should not allocate more than 
half of his tzedaka money towards 
his own relatives. The Aruch 
HaShulchan adds that this ruling 
must be the case, because if not, 
people with no family support 
would starve. He further explains 
that “priorities” must be divided 
in proportion, with relatives 
receiving a large percentage but 
not all of an individual’s tzedaka 
funds.  

4. After giving to relatives, your next 
priority should be close friends 
(even if they live far away), and 
then your immediate neighbors 
that you have a relationship with. 

5. Following these people, the 
Torah instructs us to give to 
“Aniyei Ircha” – the needy people 
who reside in your own city. If 
you are not personally aware 
of specific people in need of 
assistance, you can donate to an 
organization that will provide for 
them. 

• What are the parameters of 
“your own city”?

Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach zt”l is quoted as 
saying that in a large city, 
like Yerushalayim or New 
York, your city is defined 
as your neighborhood. 
However, in a small city, the 
individual neighborhoods 
together comprise one city. 
For example, West Rogers 
Park, Peterson Park, and 
Lincolnwood etc., would be 
considered one city. The 
status of a city’s suburbs 
is unclear; when in doubt, 
consult your Rav.

6. The needy in Yerushalayim are 
your next priority, followed by the 
needy in the rest of Eretz Yisroel, 
and then in other locations. The 
needy of one’s own city take 
precedence over the poor of any 
other place, even Yerushalayim.

Even though the Shulchan Aruch lays 
it out for us, hilchos tzedaka can be 
confusing. When in doubt, make sure 
to consult your Rav. 
Tizku L’Mitzvos!

*The above article contains Shaimos. Please 
handle appropriately. 

Priorities in TZEDAKA
Thank you to our corporate sponsors,  

whose contributions help Chicago Chesed Fund continue 
its vital support for the Chicago community.

Maytav 
Construction

Diamond Platinum

Gold Silver

Our Sponsors

GUTNICKI LLP

Life Insurance   •   Employee Benefits   •   Health Insurance 

  847- 679-0700   •   rfginsure.com 

Did You 
Know?? Your AMAZON or TARGET purchase can help 

Jewish individuals and families in need! Just enter 
the site using the buttons on our Chicago Chesed 
Fund website and shop as you normally would. Every 
purchase you make benefits the Chicago community.
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M AT C H  M A D E
- in-

The topic of shidduchim is perhaps one of the 
most critical, pressing, and downright confusing 
issues we face. 

We asked a few of our shadchanim to share 
their insights into this parsha. 

T ZO D O K  K AT Z 
Lakewood Shadchan

F R AY DA  L E A H  FA L I K 
Simcha Link Shadchan

S H L O M O  L E W E N S T E I N 
Lakewood Shadchan

1 What are your priorities?
Probably the most potent piece of advice 
I can offer anyone in shidduchim is to 
prioritize. Make a list of what is important 
to you and what is not. Take a look at the 
big picture and try not to get caught up in 
the petty details. Of course, everyone has 
a different set of criteria, but it is important 
to determine what is non-negotiable to you 
and what you can be flexible about. 

Choose References With Care
When you’re writing your resume, choose your 
references with care.  Make sure they are people 
you trust, who know you well and know what you 
want. They should be enthusiastic, articulate, and 
easy to reach. For example, if one reference is living 
in Eretz Yisroel, be sure to also list a local reference 
to balance that out. And don’t forget to ask your 
references’ permission before listing them! 

Out-of-Town Advantage
One of the greatest challenges of dating from 
Chicago is the geographic barrier. Many people 
from the tri-state area have the mindset of,“There 
are endless local options – why travel?” But there 
are significant advantages to dating “out-of-
towners” like Chicagoans. Out-of-towners are often 
very accepting, lower-maintenance, and have many 
other wonderful maalos. 

Do Your Research
Before saying yes to a potential shidduch, do 
your research. Don’t say yes to a date unless 
you’re comfortable with the shidduch ending 
in a Mazel Tov. If something comes up in the 
middle of dating, then of course – pause and 
do additional research. But, ideally, you should 
begin the dating process with the mindset of 
“OK, this really can work.” 

Siyata Dishmaya
Remember – daven! It’s all in 
Hashem’s hands!

Have a Mentor
This can’t be stressed enough. 
It is critical that you have a 
mentor that you’re comfortable 
consulting–either together, or 
with your parents. Your mentor 
should be someone that you 
respect and feel “gets you.”

Network 
Appropriately
Connect with a shadchan 
or group that knows “your 
type,” and can set you up 
with people in your social and 
hashkafic circles. 

Bon Voyage!
Be as flexible as possible when 
it comes to traveling dates and 
times. An easygoing approach 
to timing makes for a much 
more pleasant experience for 
the couple, their parents and 
the shadchan. 

Chicago
Throughout every stage of the dating process, 
SIMCHA LINK, a project of Chicago Chesed 
Fund, goes above and beyond to ensure that every 
Chicagoan has the resources and support they 
need to find their bashert. 

• Matchmaking
• Dating Advice
• Resume Building

• Airfare & Travel Expenses
• Clothing Expenses
• Hair and Makeup Expenses
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Last year’s Shas for Shidduchim was a tremendous success. Let’s do it again. 

Once again, hundreds of lomdim will embark on a 24-hour quest to complete shas 
in the zchus of Klal Yisroel’s singles. Sponsor a daf of learning in the zchus of finding 
a shidduch for yourself, friend, family member, or any member of Klal Yisroel who is 
in need of a shidduch. 

All proceeds will be donated exclusively for the mitzvah of hachnosas kallah.

1 . 2 1 . 1 9  TU B ’SHVAT

ShasForShidduchim.org Become a LomedSponsor a Daf for $100
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